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RESOLVED, Nemine contradicente, 


THAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Reverend ARTHUR ONSLOW, Doctor in Divinity, 
and Dean of morceſter, for the Sermon by him 
preached Yeſterday, before this Houſe, at Saint Jobns 
the Evangeliſt, Weſlmin/ter ; and that he be deſired to 
| Print the ſame: And that Mr. Shaw Lefepre and 
Mr. Jap" Fane do acquaint him therewith. 
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HOUSE of COMMONS, 


AT THY 


CHURCH OF Sr JOHN THE EVANGELIST, WESTMINSTER, 


| Preached befor the HoxouRABLE 


ON 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 1800, 


"yrs * * 


BEING 
THE DAT APPOINTED BY HIS MAJESTY'S ROYAL 
PROCLAMATION, 
TO BE OBSERVED AS 


4 DAY OF SOLEMN FASTING AND HUMILIATION. 


\ 


BY THE 


REVEREND ARTHUR oNSLOW, b. p. 
DEAN OF WORCESTER, A 


L OO D 0 
Printed by Luke Hanſard, Great Turnſtile, Lincoln's-Inn Fields, 


FOR F. AND C. RIVINGTON, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD, AND 
R. FAULDER, NEW BOND-STREET, 
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2 CHRONICLES, vi. 34, 35. 


IF THY PEOPLE GO OUT TO WAR AGAINST THEIR 
ENEMIES, BY THE WAY THAT THOU SHALT 
SEND THEM, AND THEY PRAY UNTO THEE ro- 
WARDS THIS CITY, WHICH THOU HAST CHOSEN, 
AND THE HOUSE WHICH I HAVE BUILT FOR 


THY NAME; THEN HEAR THOU FROM THE HEA- 
VENS THEIR PRAYER, AND THEIR SUPPLICATION, 


AND MAINTAIN THEIR CAUSE. 


”- HESE words are a part of Solomon's prayer 

15 at the dedication of his temple. They are a 
ſolemn addreſs to the Almighty to hear the prayers of 
His choſen people, whenever they might aſſemble in 
that ſacred place, to ſupplicate His protection in diſtreſß. 


The wiſe king points out alſo the terms on which the 
implored 


L 6 1 
idaplored affiflance might be expected. Ile tells his 
prtple, firſt, that they muſt go out to war againſt their 
enemies by the way which God ſhall ſend them; that 
is, agreeably to his will, and according to the rules of 
juſtice and ſelf-defence; next, that in that ſacred place, 
dedicated to his ſervice, they muſt pray to him for 
alfſtanee; and then, full of hope and piety, he 
adds, * EAR THOU FROM THE HEAVENS/ THEIR 
« PRAYER, AND THEIR SUPPLICATION, AND MAIN- 


« TAIN THEIR CAUSE.” 


TuksE injunctions of a wiſe king to his people, 
both on account of their own uſeful tendency, and the 
authority they derive from the Holy Records, may 
be properly conſidered as laſting and general in- 

ſtructious. | 


Tun lfraclites, in whoſe favour theſe ſupplications 
were to be offered, were indeed under a more peculiar 
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and viñble government of Divine Providence than any 
other people; they had inſpired prophets to inf rad 
them, and poſſeſſed other infallible means of learving 
the will of Heaven. Whenever they engaged i in war, 


they could aſcertain whether the cauſe were ſuch as 
God approved. Whatever difficulties occurred, what- 
ever their ſufferings might be, they were aſſured, if 
they were not diſobedient to the laws of God, that He 
would maintain their cauſe, and give ſucceſs to the 
event. Theſe immediate communications with God, 
theſe particular intimations of His will, were confined 
to the Jewiſh nation, and that only. for a ſeaſon, But 
the ways of God are unalterable, and“ W] õꝗ H HIN 
« Is NO VARIABLENESS, NEITHER SHADOW or 
* TURNING.” The ſame wiſdom and juſtice which di- 
rected the Jewiſh nation, ſtill continue to govern all 
the nations of the earth. © THE KINGDOM IS THE 
* LORD'S: AND HE IS THE GOVERNOR AMONG' THE 


« naTions+Þ;” and the ſame ſincere piety, the ſame 


131 


upright 


* James i. 17. + Pſalm Xii. 28. 


ſation of, Heaven, mai 
people, will, if 


1 
upright, conduct, which; under. the, immediate diſpen- 
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tained the cauſe of this choſen 5 
itly gbſerved, and ſtedfaſtly perſiſted 
in on our parts, juſtify us in entertaining hopes ff: 


fimilar favour and protection. 


Ketten tn 414 | * Flieder! 

Gon "Ea never * LEFT. HIMSELF, WITHOUT 
N wirxxkst rar SUNDRY TIMES AND IN DIVERS 
* MANNERS, HE SPAKE IN. TIME. PAST UNTO THE 
FATHERS BY THE PROPHETS, BUT HE HATH IN 
4 THESB LAST DAYS SPOKEN UNTO US BY HIS SON,” 
who bath infallibly aſſured. us, that all which appears 


fortuitous, even in the private events of human life, 


much more in the public affairs of kingdoms, are but 


the execution of Divine counſels; ſince even the un- 
ruly paſſions of men are directed by God to His own 
ultimate ends, and by means the moſt unexpected, 
convented: to His'prailc. But although we cannot 
fathous the depths of Heavenly counſels, yet has the 


goodneſs of the Moſt High vouchſafed light ſuf- 


| . ficient 
Acts xiv. 17. + Hebrews i. 1, 2. 
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cient to guide our conduct under all the eircum- 
mities with which he afſficts a wicked and diſobe- 
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Iux duty of a people engaged in war, as may be 
collected from the text, conſiſts in a ſtrict regard to 

the juſtice of their cauſe ; and in devout and pious 
ſupplieations to Heaven, to ſupport and maintain it. 


| Tun motives which induce © NATION TO LIrr 
* UP SWORD" AGAINST NATION,” ought always to be 
maturely conſidered, and weighed in the ſcales of juſtice, 
The protection of a country from hoſtile attacks; the 
preſervation and ſecurity of a kingdom; the ſupport of 
civil and religious liberties, are reaſons for which the 
ſword may be conſidered as juſtly unſheathed; after 
which, the rules of moral and Chriſtian duty, and 
the laws of civilized countries, mult regulate the 


Fn. | B proſecution 
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of Ohriſtiabity will, in the moſt calamitous conflits, 
»Gre& the conduct of a nation. Its benign influenc 
has often produced the effect of reſtraining. vans 
neſs of iwrath, and curbing the angry paſſions of men. 
If we attend to the facts of hiſtory, they will aſcer- 
- tain chis point, and we ſhall find, that the nations of 
antiquity, amidſt all their. boaſted. refinements, con- 
ducted war with greater outrage- than has: been 
uſually witneſſed in countries where Chriſtianity has 
- prevailed. That univerſal ſpirit of benevolence, 
. which the Divine Author of our ſalvation has incul- 
. rated, whilſt it teaches us to ſhew ' mercy. to the 


enemy, and compaſſion to the eaptive, tends alſo to 
. confine. acts of hoſtility within proper limits, and 
prevents them from exceeding the bounds, which are 


neceſſary or conducive to the oe; for which we 
contend. 
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Ware r the author ty of religion effectually unpoſes 
X Neat 
progreſs of wur, 'a nation'mayy” with well-grounded 
_$oafideiite,! ſupplicate the-Lord of Hoſts to maintain 
their cauſe and give ſucceſs to theit undectakinge, 
F of 7 i875 8-5 3+. 
r js almoſt unneceſſary to enter minutely into che 
cauſes which compelled us to arm againſt the enemy. 
They are well known. It is but too true; that for a 
long period before the commencement of the conteſt, 
our ſins and iniquities had provoked the vengeanoe of 
the Almighty. His forbearance led us not to re- 
pentauce, till at length His righteous judgments 
rouſed us from a too fatal ſecurity, The kingdden 
was in perfect peace and proſperity; when a 
LITTLE- cL6uD” in the ſouth foreboded ſtortns, 
which threatened deſolation to the world; a ſtrumge 
and portentous whirlwind burſt forth on the conti 


nent, turning rapidly every. way, and menacing the 
A 4 Sx: __ overthrow 
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bretti ow of all ragutaroRablihments in us courſe. 


It was charged with every dire misfortune, with 
every A been ds alike Geese the pri- 
vate and ſbeial happineſs of mankind. The: firſt 


who felt its baneful influence, were thoſe from whom 


it received its birth. What ſcenes of cruelty, op- 
preſſion, and wickedhefs, didi then enſue ſcenes, over 
which, for the honour of human nature, we would 
with for ever to draw a veil. Far and wide did this 
atrocious miſchief extend; giving cauſe of alarm to 
every well- ordered community ; Þ infoQting for a time, 
ini a limited degree, and comparttively to a narrow 
extent, theſe peaceful and happy ſnores. In the 
midſt of ſuch formidable appearances, our Govern- 
melt and Legiſlature, with prudence and foreſighit, 
prepared the means of reſiſting an attack, which was 
not only directed againſt our civil and feligious eſta» 
bliſhnents, but alſo againſt every bleſſing, of every 


Kind, both temporal and eternal. It is indeed noto- 
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| ious, that ſyſtems of infidelity, falſt and .dangerqus. 
: principles: of government, on in the ſchools af 
yain philoſophers, were infidiouſly: ſeatteregrin — 
town, I had almoſt faid, in every villagenof 
country; meanwhile the fury of our oe 
deſtroyed the exiſting. governments of many nations 
around them, eſtabliſhed their abominable - principleg 
by the ſword.: For a · time it was permitted, that 
their career ſhould be purſued with ſucceſs, and that 
the- ſchemes of the ungodly ſhould-proſper; but, God 
be praiſed, their dominion is again. contracted, whilſt 
their pernicious principles are ſinking under univerſal 
reprobation and contempt... By THEIR FRUITS HAVE i 
THEY /BEEN KNO WN. The evils they inflicted were 
deſtructive of that very happineſs which they vainly, 
profeſſed to eſtabliffl. Very few, if any, are now miſled. 
by ſo falſe- a light, for men * < SEEK. NOT ro GATHER. 


* GRAPES OF THORNS, OR-FIGS OF THISTLESs” Event; 


the favourers of innovation ſeem. generally, to haye; 


renounced... 
Matt. 7" 4 . | 
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Seed their former e opinions, and te volts" wil it 
_ at 1 large to ſupport thoſe ſpiritual and d tem 
oral bleſſings, which v we, above every other pec vr ' 
Inconteſtibly enjoy. | Indeed: tifoughet” the whole 
<ourſe of the conflict in which we have been engaged, 
fe, happy. Mate of this country, compared with that 
-© of others. involved in the fame ſtruggle, afords Juſt 
grounds of aſſurance, chat! in the midſt of judgment, | 
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God has remembered mercy. Dreadful as every 
ſpecies of war muſt be, and fearful as the events of 


it are, yet how much more calamitous would gur 
ſituation have been, if the enemy had been ſeateit 
on theſe ſhores, if this iſland had been the ſcene of 
war. But thanks to the protecting hand of Provi- 


| ads; the caſe has been far otherwiſe : We: have en- 


Joyed, and till continue to enjoy, internal quiet and 
ſecurity. Our happy conſtitution is unaltered and 


| intire. We are governed by equal laws, and pro- 


bY 


tected by an equal adminiſtration of juſtice. Liberty, 


1 5 
in t the 25117. res trueſt ſenſe o of the Word, has *. taken che 


Hotte 101 . : Hoyt 165 * 


deepeſt lot, ſpread d wide its brane „ apd over- 


1 2 che 72 11011 Rex - N 


ſhadowed. 1 the land; ; whilſt the Poor are ſu pported, 


22 D {7 erſte} 1 i SPC "_ 


both by private charity, and by public propifion, 5n in a 
manner ee in any other Fountry. . 1 A555 
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Fon the protection of theſe, 125 Nabe thke to 


; theſe, we engaged in the preſent conteſt ; "Und, © we 
f truſt, with undiſputed Juſtice 0 on our le. 7 PR J 


| SUBMITTING then, with "Y C6; the Su- 
preme Judge of the earth, the juſtice of our cauſe, 
and the conduct we have ſhewn towards the invaders 
of our peace; we fly for aid, with humble and 
' devout confidence, to the God of our Fathers, whom- 


he hath already, by his gracious ee ts 
often and ſo fi RP delivered.. 


5 
1911 
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VM glory in the goſpel of Chriſt; we acknowledge | 
. in lim, the hape of Redemption, and of Atonement 
for the fins of the world Through His interceſſion. 


. | and merits, inſtead. of annihilation, (the dark and 

| melancholy . idea of. modern infidels,) we have the 0 
| promiſe of immortality, and, if we endeavour to a 
the will of God, of admiſſion hereafter into the man- 
1 Sans, of eternal bliſs. Theſe are the hopes which 

| „ have kindled a becoming zeal within our breafts, to. 

| reſiſt the deſperate oppoſers of all religion, and all 

order: theſe were the animating motives which raiſed 
[ | | the nation as one man, to defend the ſafeguards of al 
| our happineſs, the Altar and the Throne! And bleſſed 
4 be God, in whoſe hands are the iſſues of all thiogs, 


many great and glorious ſucceſſes have attended the 
exertions we have made to ſecure theſe ineſtimabie 
bleſſings: but in whatever inſtances we have expe. 
-renced ſucceſs, we muſt acknowledge, that it' was 
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not our own arm; but the power and gos 
Althighty which gave theviftcry On Flint we inſt 
truſt for future protection; ſince He alone nie is able to 
bring to nought the fubtle and miſchievous e. of 


1K 3 


our enemies. 


Ir, . the neglect of moral and religi- * 


ous duties is general among us, have we not reaſort” © 
to fear that God WILL VISIT FOR THESE THINGS, 


„AN BR AVENGED OF SUCH A NATION AS THIS? # 
Are we not become * LovERs'OF PLEASURE MORE | 


* THAN LOVERS OF GoD ?” 4 Do not iniquities of 
every kind abound 1 | | 


Gi. VERY of what is paffing in the 
world, will, I fear, too eaſily anſwer theſe queſtions -* 


in ſome inſtances, if we are faithful to ourſelves; even 


our own hearts Will | condemn Us. Theſe reflections g 
ſhould ſink deep into our minds; they ſhould cauſe us 


ä Wo „ to» 
* Jer. v. 9. +2 Tim, iii. 4. 
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to ponder on our ways before it be too late, and ta 

direct our feet into the paths of holineſs Fon 
* 1F YE SEEK GOD, uE WILL "BE FOUND!|OF/*YOU-3 
© BUT IF YE FORSAKE HIM, HE WILL /FORSAKR 


( 


© Top.” 6 
Loox to the generations of old, and fee What de- 

ſtruction has been wrought by the waſteful dominion 
of ſin. If the mighty kingdoms of Aſſyria, of Ba- 


bylon, of Egypt, nay even the wide extended empire of 


Rome, have all mouldered away; if their ſtrength, 
wealth, and power, could not ſave them from the 
A Hruction which their vices and luxuries had occa- 
ſioned; if the Jews, becauſe they deſpiſed the admo- 
nitions of their prophets, and perſiſted in rejetng 
the call of their Saviour to repentance, have. been 
driven out from the inheritance of their forefathers, 
and forced. to wander through every nation under 
heaven; if theſe things are to, ſurely they are warn- 


OE ings 
2 Chron, xv. 2. | 


Tim Tf 


cate, nationally, forgiveneſs.for the paſt, and to implore 
the aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit for our future 


amendment 


Bur alas! how regardleſs are we apt to be of future- 


ills! Individuals impoſe too little reſtraint on them- 
ſelves; are too negligent of ſelf controul; too un- 
: willing to perceive the prevalent wickedneſs of the 
times, until they are in danger of being overwhelmed 
by its conſequences. Hence, men indulge licentious 
and wayward paſſions without a timely check; permit 
profane thoughts, and worſe attendant acts, to become 
familiar ; and, inſtead of ſtrengthening their minds 
with ſound religion, by a light and inconſiderate con- 
duct, open the way for the admiſſion of every vicious 


| principle. | 


Bur, this inattention to the ſerious importance of 
Religion, in the common habits of life, and the little 


2 | concern 
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ſtated duties, will by degrees bring deſtruction on 


4 hole community. To this likewarmneſfs"in'fo 
facred a concern, and to that irreligion which has too 
much infected the manners of the preſent age, we 
may refer, as to a parent cauſe, the unheeded dif- 
' fuſion, for ſome years paſt, of thoſe pernicious writ- 
ings, framed to dupe and deceive the multitude, to 
foſter diſcontent, to allure cham from the paths of 
virtue, and finally, to betray their King, their Coun- 
try, and their God. Long did this poiſon luck un- 
ſeen, or at leaſt not ſufficiently noticed among us. 
The authors, indeed, of theſe miſchievous doctrines, 
aſſumed every ſhape which could promote their ſuc- 


 cefs, or diſguiſe their intentions; corrupting the heart 


under the appearance of amuſing the fancy, and adapt- 


ing themſelves, with a wonderful facility, to the 


ruling paſſions and propenſities of mankind. To the 


more inquiſitive and ſell. preſuming reaſoner, the 
6 | ſubtle 
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leading to materialiſm; w hile, to the voluptuary, it 
opened unbounded ſenſuality, an uncoutrouled indul- 
gence of the baſeſt appetites. . bs 


Bur although the deluſion has in ſome degree dil. 
appeared, yet the evils it has produged are a juſt 
ground for our future caution. Chriſtianity has Qill | 
its ſecret as well as open enemies. The buſy advo- 
cates for infidelity will never reſt, while they have yet 
a hope, to corrupt the religious opinions, deſtroy the 


faith, and ruin the morals of mankind, 


Non are we to be awakened from ſupineneſs in our 
religious concerns, merely from a ſenſe of what is fit 
and right to be done for the beſt intereſts of individuals, 
thus inſidiouſly aſſailed, ſince our exiſtenoe as a nation 
is materially concerned in the ſame cauſe. | What then 
can we better propoſe, if we hope for the protection | 
| | | F300 ef 
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f Heaven; than to regard the will of God as our 


rüling law? His favour can be ſecured to us on no 
other" terms, and if we forfeit this only refuge, we 


ſhall too late repent of our inconſiderateneſs and 


folly. 


UNFEIGNED | repentance for paſt offences, and 
pious reſolutions of. future amendment, muſt accom- 
pany our prayers and petitions. This, good work 


may here take its beginning; but time and unremit- 


ting attention muſt bring it to perfection. This day's 


folemnity will not alone be ſufficient to effect all that is 
required of us. A piety, that is worthy of that name, 
muſt not be tranſient ; a fixed and habitual attention 


to religious duties, muſt mark our future conduct. 


Whilſt therefore we are offering up our prayers to God 


in holy places dedicated to his ſervice ; whilſt we are 


vfing every means in our power to give ſecurity to the 
Country, and permanency to the Conſtitution, the guard 
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of every bleſſing which we nationally enjoy, let us put 


on the * WHOLE ARMOUR OF GOP, THE SHIELD OF 


© FAITH, AND THE BREAST-PLATE OF RIGHTEOUS- 


* NESS,” * Thus defended, we may humbly hope ta 


become partakers of thoſe gracious promiſes, vouch- 


ſafed by God himſelf to the amended and an 


Iſraelites, 


60 
66 
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% IF MY PEOPLE,” ſays the Almighty, © waicu 
ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, SHALL HUMBLE 
THEMSELVES AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY. FACE, 


AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS, THEN 


WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FOR= 
GIVE THEIR SIN , AND WILL HEAL THEIR 


LAND." Þ-- 
* Ep. vi. 1 2 Chron. vii. 14. 


ED 


Fiinted by Luke Hanſard, Great Turnſtile, Lincoln's-Inn Fields 
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